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1 An Ethic of Excellence/Quotes, Questions and Comments 

MY Journey through this book … … 

Frankly speaking I do not read much books, so when it came to reading “An ethic of 

excellence” I was a bit lazy to start off.  

It is very difficult for me (and may be many of us) to digest some-one’s success, that too 

somebody with the same profession, opportunity and almost similar skills. Like Ron. He is an 

artist in one sense. An expert in child psychology. A visionary who believes in children and 

sees his faith grow to craft his students to craftsmen.  

We all are greedy to be honest, as we have the same passion but may lack the sense of 

identifying or may be under-estimating the prodigic potential of a child. 

Reading first few pages without fullest of my interest led me to have all my blood vessels 

enriched with carbon-dioxide and making them venous, finding pleasure in yawning rather 

than reading this masterpiece seriously. May be I was trying to stick to my instincts, my nature 

of letting books slip-off my hands quickly. Surfing through the pages to find my striking 

moment so that I could finish it off.  

Putting all my energy one day I started reading the book, I started with the part which l love 

the best “SCIENCE” 

I liked the idea of him describing the Genuine Research and specially that I could connect 

that with one quote which makes me happy,  

“We spend the first year of a child's life teaching it to walk and talk and the rest of 

its life to shut up and sit down. There's something wrong there.” 

~ Neil deGrasse Tyson  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/12855.Neil_deGrasse_Tyson
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My Reflections 

This paragraph touched me as we follow the same in our Laboratories. I liked the way 

“Experiments” were described. 

“I spent years doing science experiments. We call them experiments but we didn’t really 

experiment. These were the scientific procedures, prescribed by a book, that we were 

instructed to follow so that we could achieve the prescribed results. The result our teacher 

knew ahead of time) (Pg. 75) 

And specially that “The students who decided to really experiment with the materials 

generally got into trouble”  

In My/Our life 

We all must have experimented something in our lives which were not prescribed and yet 

we want our students not to replicate that. This way we are not allowing them to go through 

the experience that we have gone across in our lives.  

 Putting SODIUM metal in the sink and enjoying the sparkles, making it worst by trying 

it in various other chemicals, Mixing acids and bases putting colored solutions in 

various bottles etc.  

We grow up and often loose that spark, socialize and forget our social and moral duties.  

We start building a good culture and try to look at our students as products of our culture. 

But we seldom think of creating a new culture. We are bound by a specific “Guidelines” 

which we follow at all times. Rather try to follow at all times. And so we end up in giving 

quantity and not quality.  
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My Imbibition/My Learning from this book 

Quality might have been possible if students experiment, research and work on a project. I 

experienced this once during our “BIO EXPO”. At most of the times we teach a topic like 

CELL with lecture and ask students to write notes and remember them for their exams. But I 

realized that students when worked together and made Models they enjoyed being with 

one another working on their strengths and weakness, learning and not only that they still 

remember most of the content learned. 

My thoughts to this para… … 

“No child is too young to be offered this opportunity. While some unfortunate kindergartners 

are required to spend their days filling in worksheets. (pg.76) 

Opportunity may not always be fruitful. Specially that those who do not get this opportunity 

are not unfortunate. It’s simply that they might have an opportunity to learn something else.  

Quality is a culmination of knowledge and skills. I sort of disagree with offering opportunity 

to kindergarteners.  

My comments 

I feel skills can be crafted by practicing. Worksheets don’t make them unfortunate. They 

help building a standard by achieving drawing, writing, reading, thinking skills. This also 

brings in quality work from a student. Presentation of knowledge is equally important as 

opportunity.  

I have been observing children losing their writing skills. I am sure everybody agrees on this.  

I am fearful that the art of hand writing may become extinct. 

Some decades of this century has not been so good for SCIENCE. There were more 

inventions and quality work produced in early decades in this century. I think we are over 

learning the child psychology.  
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Connection with my practices 

It is very difficult to spot the not for teachers belonging to this institute. We all might be 

practicing a lot of what is mentioned in this book may be we use our flexibility to document 

and showcase that. 

Library of Excellence:  we maintain the models, photos and projects of previous years 

students work and preserve them for next batch. We discuss, learn the “Do nots” and 

prepare for projects. 

Making work public: I had joined TGES/SNK in 2007 and we had built a model of animal and 

plant cell at a small scale (class 7C). For first time students liked working with each other and 

we had a display in our unit. Other classes came to observe our models and the children 

they really felt proud of themselves. 

We took a step forward with the same project to make it bigger. In the year 2008 we had 

“Bio Expo” all the students of grade.7 participated in the model making project and we had 

all enjoyed being a part of that. Everyone was excited and waiting to showcase their 

products. IT was a great success. This was my/our first showcase and we could document 

this. 

 


