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WALO  

Describing the experience: My Walo#1 was about reflecting on my teaching practices. It was 

based on teaching anatomy with an activity, involving all students of my class in their learning 

the topic, clearing the concept with a slightly different teaching strategy and creating an 

opportunity for engagement and participation for all of them. 

 

 
My WALO#2 is about sharing a project and exhibition of Models of various cells we called that 

as “Bio Expo”. We (Especially I) were planning an exhibition for the first time. Frankly speaking 

I am not good at management skills, neither most of the students were.  

 

1. What is the purpose? Why did I think of doing it?  

 Purpose of doing this was to make students work public, engaged and make them 

independent learners. 

 Appreciation is what charges them. This is what I learnt through my first pilot project. This 

made me go one step ahead. 

 

2. What did I do? 
It all started with an idea to engage all students and help them become independent 
learners. I had started my first project on an individual & a very small scale, thinking of a 
pilot project later and exhibiting those models in my unit. It was liked by all students & 
teachers and they appreciated the efforts and skills of the students. I did not think of a full-
fledged project across the grade. A colleague of mine gave me an idea for going 1 step 
BIGGER. 

Wicked Awesome Learning Opportunities 

 

Critical Friend: Poorvi Doshi 
Submitted by: Nishant Kapdi 

 

 

WALO # 2 
WORK WITH MY COLLEAGUES TO PLAN A SCHOOL-WIDE PROJECT EXHIBITION 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Bio Expo - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
1. It was our first time that Team of teachers had arranged an exhibition at the 7th grade 

level. I had kept a small exhibition last year. It was a fruitful experience and I looked up 

on that to be magnified. I thought of sharing with other teachers of my department 

(Biology teachers).  

2. We already had one project in our Academic Annual Plan as such and thought of 

replicating the same exhibition but this time on a large scale.  

3. Previously it was with a small class (28 students) but this time it was across 7th grade with 

around 390 students. 

4. We all (teachers) prepared a rough draft on how this event will look like, what would be 

the requirements, Student Teacher ratio, guests, judges etc. We also thought of grading 

it which would become a reward to which the students will respond and work sincerely. 

5. We were not sure whether this will work the same it did last time. The initial response of 

the students was great and that kept us ticking. 

6. Being an incharge of the event, it was frustrating and time consuming. But handling 

issues made me learn, plan, organize, collaborate, draft, guide students, take 

feedback, views from my fellow teachers, etc.  

7. I kept interacting with my colleagues about the project process, progress and status. 

8. We all worked as a team and there came the exhibition day. 

9. We had invited all the teachers throughout the school, the students had prepared the 

models with all that hard work, dedication and prepared themselves for presentation.  

10. All were geared up and the event took off with a great enthusiasm and appreciation. 

11. I did not think of this response. It was really tiresome to run around and look into what is 

happening as we had many units on each floor. But at the same time it was very 

touching to see students presenting themselves as professionals.  

12. It was a great project, The students were able to work together and produce a model 

as their product, they were able to answer the questions raised by the audience (which 

included – Judges, biology teachers, and any other student/teacher group), They were 



 

High Tech High/Nishant.Kapdi/Walo.2 

 
 

3 High Tech High School Programmes 

feeling happy about learning different skills of preparing a model, presenting in front of 

an audience, for them it was learning with fun as they had spent time with friends  

3. Who was there?  
Students of 7th grade, My Department teachers, all subject teachers, department head, 
advisors and Administrators.  
 

4. What happened? 
 Spending time with students on how to take the project and what ideas can be 

implemented, materials to be used and guide lines to be followed took a lot of time and 
energy. 

 

5. How did I do it? 
 We all spend a lot of time on giving instructions, teaching concepts, lecturing. I am used 

to use chalk and talk.  
 Teaching with a project was risk taking as it was going to take a lot of time planning and 

executing the model making activity and finally displaying that. 
 

6. What surprised me  
 The response of the students for making models and working in groups surprised me as I 

did not find SNK students to be more of oriented to project based learning . 
 

7. What struck?  
 Once I went to the lab looking for the resource that I can use for teaching basic biology. 

I came across a model of a cell. “Why can’t we make such models” and that can be 
even customized as per our needs. Plus that will lead to some learning as students will 
look for resources and prepare for their presentation speech. 
 

8. Is this scary?? 
 It could have, as this might eat up a lot of time and if the students did not complete the 

model on the exhibition day?? 

 
My reflections 

 
I tried giving a project for the first time – An idea that led with the fear in my mind that I 

would simply end up wasting my time. The students were dealing with cell organelles for 
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the first time.  Though I had taught this chapter several times year by year, I feel this time it 

was something new that I was doing. I was satisfied with the approach but at the same 

time had a fear in my mind about the consequences.  

We all fear when we try different things. Especially when we are changing an already 

existing success strategy. 

But now as I am looking to the topic on the students’ point of view I realize that lectures 

only don’t help students as all are not attentive, all do not possess same grasping power, 

or attention span. Moreover, everyone is a special child and each one of them have a 

specific learning methodology. 

I am happy that I had tried a different strategy and that really helped children, they not 

only learned the topics more comfortably and with their pace but also understood them 

well and participated to make this exhibition a success. 

Bioexpo was really a memorable experience and taught me how different tools matter in 

building an individual to an independent learner.  

 I feel I had learnt not to replace the art of teaching but use it wisely.  

 I feel “Teaching is reaching to each one rather than preaching on each one” 

 

How can I become a better teacher? 
 

 My learning from my walo#2 is to try different strategies.  
 Taking feedback from students on specific area to work upon. 
 I learnt that all strategies are equally important but not all are best until you know which 

one can be used at the right time. 
 Using SQ3R with my students. 
 Giving them tips to learn the topics. 
 Using mnemonic devices to remember the sequence or terms which are difficult to 

memorize. 
 Use assignments to clear their concepts after teaching a topic. 
 Include icebreakers and sense of humor wisely in my class. 
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SOME GLIMPSES OF OUR PROJECT 

   

 

 


